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CALL FOR APPLICATIONS FOR BilbaoArte 

FOUNDATION ART PROJECT GRANTS 2017 

 

 

Deadline: 2016 November 11th 

 

FUNDACIÓN BILBAO ARTE FUNDAZIOA seeking to promote actions to help young 

creative artists, is working with FUNDACIÓN BILBAO BIZKAIA KUTXA, BBK, in 

issuing this call for applications for art project grants. 

The idea is to provide material and financial aid, as well as assistance for the 

production of artistic projects. This call seeks to encourage the production of 

art and the development of proposals in all individual and group artistic 

disciplines, on the understanding that the projects funded must be undertaken 

in 2017. 

Anyone who leaves the venue or fails to use it for the purpose for which it is 

seconded will accept the resolution the Foundation could take, and it will be 

unquestionable. 

As an international call, anyone who is interested can apply regardless of their 

age and country of origin. The applicant must provide its experience and 

capacity to mark the end of the proposed project. 

There are excluded to apply for the grant those who have benefited from it in 

the last three years and those who have already benefited from this grant three 

times. 

The projects will be selected by a jury designated for that specific purpose. The 

names of the jury members will be posted on the Bilbao Arte Foundation website 

before publishing the selected projects. 
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Proposals that relate to the reality of the context of Bilbao are especially 

valued, meaning for that the need to use all the different materials and 

personal resources of Bilbao Arte such us the knowledge of our masters 

through the use of their workshops in order to achieve them. 

Two time-frames are envisaged for grant-funded projects: That must be 

specified in the application form. 

 six months (a choice of January-June or July-December) The applicant 

must indicate what period he prefers or if you are indifferent the 

foundation will designate the scholarship period 

 twelve months from January 2017. 

 

The selected artists agree to comply with the rules of functioning of Bilbao Arte, 

to maintain their residence during the time of the grant in the surroundings of 

Bilbao, to develop their project and interact with the different tutors and advisers 

that the Foundation offers them to strengthen their work.  

At the end of their stay each artist will leave in consideration for the aid received 

a piece from their creation to be part of the public collection of the Bilbao Arte 

Foundation. 

Bilbao arte besides to provide the use of their workshops and facilities (see web 

page with detailed equipment of the Foundation) also offers an advisory service 

through the workshop masters who will support and attend all the technical 

needs the artists might encounter. Likewise Bilbao Arte Foundation invites 

different professionals and artists to exercise a work of monitoring and analysis 

that will help to strengthen and expand the projects of artists. All those needs 

will be attend either individually or in group depending on the needs of the 

selected projects. 

Bilbao Arte Foundation, besides providing the economic support for the 

materials, remarks the feature that describes it as a production center: 

technology, facilities and qualified technicians that are supposed to be useful 

for the development of the projects. That´s why the proposals including a work 

plan attending the use of the facilities of Bilbao Arte will be specially taken in 
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consideration: see in the web page the facilities available in the workshops: New 

technologies, Media lab, Engraving and screenprinting, and Sculpture and 

construction. 

Being granted by the Foundation is compatible with other financial supports, so 

that trips, or maintenance (excluded in Bilbao Bizkaia Kutxa BBk grant) could be 

attended. 

 

Either if the grant is a six or 12 month period there are 3 different types of 

grants: 

 

A. PRODUCTION GRANTS WITH STUDIO 

 

These grants provide financial aid plus the temporary use of a venue at  Bilbao 

Arte Foundation for projects that can justify their need of a studio; sculpture, 

painting projects… 

The artists selected to use these venues will have at their disposal the full 

infrastructure of the various production workshops at the centre. 

The secondment of a venue entails its continued use throughout the approved 

term of the project. Anyone who leaves the venue or fails to use it for the purpose 

for which it is seconded will be considered to have given it up, and by extension 

to have given up the right to use the materials funded by Fundación Bilbao 

Bizkaia Kutxa, and will be required to refund the value of any materials already 

received at the time when they cease to use the venue. 

A minimum of 12 grants of this type will be available, in the amount of no more 

than € 4000 for production costs each for 12-month projects and € 2000 for 6-

month projects, plus the temporary use of a studio. 
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B. PRODUCTION GRANTS WITHOUT STUDIO 

 

These grants cover the production of projects that require the temporary use of 

one or more of the workshops at Fundación Bilbao Arte but not a private studio 

as with this grant it is assumed that the artists already have their own studio, or 

they do not need the continuous use of one for the development of their 

projects.  

The selected artists must make use of the various workshops that Bilbao Arte 

offers: New technologies: plotter, analog laboratory, editing room, film set, 

photographic and audiovisual.. Sculpture and construction: woodwork, metallic 

carpentry, ceramic furnaces, welding.. Media lab: 3d printer, 3d scanner, laser 

cutter, router cnc… and Engraving and screenprinting: etching presses, 

silkscreen press, exposure unit for screens and plates, specific tools and 

utilities… 

The artists selected to receive Production Grants will have at their disposal the 

full infrastructure of the various production workshops at the centre, plus advice 

and co-ordination when necessary from the workshop managers. 

Artists awarded Production Grants are expected to attend the facilities of the 

foundation regularly, and to inform the workshop master about the progress of 

the project through a series of regular and continuous meetings. 

The failure to comply with this requirement will mean the immediate loss of the 

grant and its benefits. 

A minimum of 12 grants of this type will be available, in the amount of no more 

than € 4000 each for 12-month projects and € 2000 for 6-month projects. 

The proposals concerning the context of Bilbao, and planning of use of the 

facilities and personal support of the technicians will be specially appreciated. 
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C. CO-OPERATION GRANTS  

 

Artists awarded grants of this type undertake to work as assistants of the 

workshop masters for four hours per day, up to a maximum of 20 hours per 

week. 

They will be expected to develop their own projects concurrently with their co-

operation work. 

Applicants should provide an outline of their curriculum, and indicate the 

specialist field in which they are interested as well as a project to be developed 

during their stay in the center. 

A maximum of four grants of this type will be awarded, in the amount of € 5.500 

each, covering a single 11-month term from January 15 to December 15, 2017. 

The grant will be paid in monthly installments of € 500. 

Failure to attend the center or abide by these regulations will be grounds for 

automatic cancellation of the grant. 

The co-operation grants this year are: 

A -Installation and maintenance of exhibitions and assistance to the 

manager of the sculpture and construction workshop. 

B -Helping with the editions of catalogs, communication and maintenance 

of the web site and social networking and assistance to the new technology 

workshop manager. 

C -Cataloging and inventory of the artistic works of art at the Foundation, 

helping with the educational activities organize by the Foundation and 

assistance to the engraving and printing workshop manager. 

D- Maintenance and assistance in the use of the different spaces and 

media-lab tools and collaborate setting up the exhibitions that will require 

of this expertise in its staging. 
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RESIDENCE SUPPORT 

 

Regardless of which of the three foregoing types of grant are applied for, 

Fundación Bilbao Arte may also offer applicants the chance to request a 

maximum of 7 accommodation/ residence grants entitling recipients to share a 

residence with other Bilbao Arte artists during the term of their projects. 

Rent and current expenses (insurances, water, electricity, wi-fi…), with an 

estimated cost of €200 per month/per person will be included in the budget the 

applicants must provide regardless the type of grant they are interested in. Co 

operation grants do not require to break down this budget. 

Applicants who wish to request this grant should explain their reasons for doing 

so in an appendix to their application. The granting of the scholarship does not 

mean the right to accommodation. Due to the limited places, the jury will attend 

items like needs or distance. 

 

DOCUMENTATION REQUIRED FOR ALL APPLICATIONS: 

 

FOR ANY TYPE OF GRANT 

 

1. Applicants for any type of grant should provide a dossier on the project to 

be carried out, including these items: 

 Registration form 

 Brief description of the project (up to 30 lines long). 

 Images, outlines or sketches related with the proposed project. 

 Curriculum vitae (for group applications it is recommended that 

individual CVs for all members be submitted). 

2. Additional graphic material such as brochures, sketches and images as 

considered appropriate to help understand the project. 
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FOR PRODUCTION GRANTS WITH AND WITHOUT STUDIO: 

 

3. The applicants must provide a detailed breakdown (taxes included) of all 

expected expenditure on consumables for the project. This total (below the 

maximum expressed in these conditions) will be the amount assigned to the 

project. 

They are excluded from this concept trips to/from the place of origin, artists 

fees and maintenance. 

 They are excluded too the purchases of equipment for more than 20% of the 

total grant.  

Other expenses such as travel, meals and subcontracting works may not exceed 

35% of the total budget approved. 

 Applicants that also require the use of housing must indicate the costs of 200 

euros per month in the breakdown expenditure, section D. 

 Documents required under points one and three above must be submitted 

typewritten on size A4 paper and another in PDF format on a CD or pendrive 

identified with your name and in an envelope. 

The documentation required under point 2 need not be submitted in PDF form. 

 

 

THE JURY:  

 

 The jury that will consider grants for Secondment of venues and Workshop 

Grants will comprise three renowned specialists from the world of creative art, 

education, criticism and artistic management.  

 The jury that will consider applications for co-operation and residence grants 

will comprise members of the management team of Fundación Bilbao Arte.  

 Their decision is final. 
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SUBMITTAL OF APPLICATIONS:  

 

Applications for all types of grant may be submitted from the date of disclosure 

of these rules and regulations up to November 11, 2016 included. 

 In the case of applications submitted by ordinary postal service, 

compliance with this deadline will be judged by the date of the postmark. 

 

 For the applications handed at the reception in Bilbao Arte Foundation the 

deadline will be at 8 p.m., November 11. 

It won´t be taken into account the applications sent by e-mail. 

Non-selected projects may be withdrawn by their author or in whom to delegate 

up to March 31, 2017. After this period the projects will be destroyed. 

 

 

 

 


